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feared he might be using up his strength; and
Villars said to him: "Sire, Louis XIII died at the
age of forty-two from just such over-exertion/*

A tragic event occurred to sadden the Court on
ioth August 1727. While at Fontainebleu the king
was amusing himself with a bow and arrows; and
inadvertently he hit the provost-marshal, who died
shortly afterwards. Four days later Marie
Leczinska gave birth to twin girls; they were
baptised under the names of Marie-Louise-
Elizabeth and Anne-Henriette; afterwards they
were called Madame Premiere and Madame Se-
conde. The young father of seventeen and a half
was very proud of his effort, and showed it; he used
to contemplate the two babies with joy, show
them to everyone, hold them in his arms, and could
hardly persuade himself to leave them; and he
received congratulations with undisguised pleasure.

On the afternoon of i5th, Villars went to the
king as he was rising from table; he found him in
company with the Due de Gesvres, and congratu-
lated him on the birth of his daughters. The
marshal joked about the merits of a husband when
his wife had twins; and he conversed for a long
time in a jesting, familiar tone; rarely had Louis
seemed wittier or more high-spirited.

His friendship with the queen was renewed.
Marie Leczinska was overwhelmed with attention;
he supped in her company, and was more often at
her side. The courtiers looked on at a tecconiliation
at which many congratulated themselves. To
please his wife Louis went off to the Chateau de